
People are dying in 

understaffed wards, 

queuing in ambulances 

and corridors. 50,000 

operations cancelled, 

14,000 hospital beds cut 

and hospitals are overfull. 

NHS staff are in despair. 

The Government is 

responsible for the ‘Winter 

Crisis’ as part of its year-

round political crusade 

against state-run services 

and universal benefits.

Keep  
Our

NHS
Public

No to NHS cuts! 

No to NHS privatisation!

No to sell-off of NHS sites!

www.keepournhspublic.com

www.nhsbillnow.org
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No to NHS cuts: This year the NHS received 
a 1% increase in its budget. But it requires 4% 
increase each year just to match increased 
need. The Government says we can’t afford 
more, and is looking to commercially-run 
Accountable Care Systems (ACSs) and 
Accountable Care Organisations (ACOs) to 
make savings of £26billion a year. But what 
we spend on the NHS is a political choice. 
The UK, the world’s 6th largest economy, 
chooses to spend significantly less per 
head on health than Germany or France – 
and less than half what is spent in the US 
or Switzerland.

No to NHS privatisation: NHS outsourcing 
and privatisation means commercial contracts 
for hospital, community and GP services 
from companies like Virgin Care, Care UK, 
HCA. Ambulance, laboratory and back-room 
services from cleaning to IT are outsourced, 
ruinous PFI deals drain NHS budgets and 
expensive consultancies like McKinsey, PWC 
and Optum promote further privatisation. 
Competition leads to aggressive cost cutting, 
with loss of services and deskilled, poorly 
paid, demotivated staff. Outsourcing giants 
like Carillion, Serco, Capita, and Interserve 
swallow small companies through an endless 
chain of sub-contracts and divert massive 
profits via tax havens. The collapse of 
Carillion highlights the corporate greed 
posing huge risks to public services, staff 
and tax payers.

Now, secretive Government plans for 
Accountable Care Organisations (ACOs) 
and Systems (ACSs) risk wholesale NHS 
privatisation by tendering a single massive 
contract to run all the hospitals, GPs 
community (and sometimes social care) 
services in an area. Bidders are likely to 
include US healthcare giants and, equally 
deadly, private-public ‘partnerships’ between 
finance corporates and NHS Trust. 
Government claims these commercial 

contracts are needed for the ‘joined up’ 
services we all want. In reality, they will 
destroy our NHS. We need to restore 
the NHS as a publicly planned, run and 
publicly owned NATIONAL service, funded 
through taxation.  

No to sell-off of NHS sites. The latest 
Public Private Partnership (PPP) scam 
involves Government working with property 
developers to force a fire-sale of valuable 
NHS sites. Then these developers will build 
‘community hubs’ and lease them back to the 
NHS, making massive profits. These sales are 
going ahead without planning for future need 
and with no public consultation.

Local councillors play a role in the  
future of the NHS. They must:

•  Make strategic plans for local NHS and  
social care services to meet local need,  
not budget cuts. 

•  Scrutinise NHS plans and ensure  
full consultation on proposals

•  Stop sell-offs by refusing planning permission 
for commercial profit from NHS sites 

What you can do:

•  Join Keep Our NHS Public (KONP)  
and campaign with your local NHS  
campaign group

•  Support the Campaign for the ‘NHS 
Reinstatement Bill’ that will end privatisation 
and restore the NHS as a public good 

•  Demand your MP and local council oppose 
cuts, commercial tenders and sell-off of  
NHS sites 

•  Demand full public engagement and 
consultation on all local NHS and social care 
plans and write to your local paper

Remember: Local MPs and councillors 
represent YOU – and they need YOUR vote 
in local and national elections.  
Make them know your vote depends on 
their response to these cuts and sell-off!
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